"Separation" of the mother-child couple: pregnancy and maternity of drug-dependent women.
Children of drug addicts are at risk of neglect and scanty maternal care. The objective of the present study was to identify homogeneous subgroups within a sample of drug addicted women, according to the quality of the outcome of the mother-child relationship. A group of 13 opiate-addicted women, followed from the seventh month of pregnancy up until the child was 2 years of age, underwent psychometric evaluation and was subdivided into two distinct groups based on whether the child remained within the family nucleus or was entrusted to a foster family or institution. The psychometric instrument used, an adaptation of Osgood's semantic differential which investigates maternal representations, allowed us to identify items with a very high predictability for the outcome of the mother-child relationship.